Perinatal Hepatitis B Prevention Program
Welcome – We Are Here to Support You and Your Baby
You are getting this letter because a blood test during your pregnancy showed that you have hepatitis B. This means you carry the hepatitis B virus. Many people live long, healthy lives with hepatitis B. 

Hepatitis B can sometimes be passed from a parent to a baby during birth. The good news is that there are very safe and effective ways to protect your baby. 

The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services has a free program that helps parents and babies stay healthy. This is called the Perinatal Hepatitis B Prevention Program. 

You do not have to join this program, but we are here to help if you want support. 

How We Help You
If you choose to participate, we can help you: 
· Understand hepatitis B and pregnancy
· Make sure your baby gets medicine and a vaccine within 12 hours after birth
· Help track your baby’s hepatitis B shots
· Help schedule your baby’s follow-up blood test to make sure they are protected 
· Answer questions from you and your baby’s doctor
All services are free. 

What Happens Next
Your local health department will contact you. They will help remind you when your baby needs: 
· A protective medicine called HBIG (hepatitis B immune globulin) within 12 hours after birth
· The first Hepatitis B vaccine within 12 hours after birth
· Hepatitis B vaccine at 1-2 months
· Hepatitis B vaccine at 6 months
· Blood test at 9-12 months to make sure your baby is protected

About the Packet You Received
You will receive: 
· A brochure about hepatitis B and pregnancy
· A magnet to help track your baby’s vaccines and testing
· TEL-LINK Information and Resource brochure
Bring the magnet to your baby’s doctor visits. It helps the doctor know your baby needs hepatitis B protection on schedule. 

If you or your doctor have questions, call the phone number on the magnet or contact your local health department. 

Thank you for helping protect your baby’s health. We are honored to support you and your family. 

Name/Title: 
Organization: 
Phone: 
Additional information: 
health.mo.gov/perinatalhepatitis

