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Good afternoon,
I am Nathan James, Health Equity Program Specialist, with the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, Division of Community and Public Health, Office of Minority Health and Health Equity.
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The mission of the Department is to promote health and safety through prevention, collaboration, education, innovation and response.
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The vision of the Department is optimal health and safety for all Missourians, in all communities, for life.
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The values of the Department are excellence, collaboration, access, integrity and accountability.
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The Department's actions are identified in our strategic plan, which includes six priorities that will help us achieve our mission and vision.



SHIP - Social Drivers of Health

Missouri’s State Health Improvement Plan 
(SHIP)
Priority Issue 5: Social Drivers of Health

Goals:
• Advance health equity in Missouri by 

creating and promoting a set of actionable 
resources that address the social 
determinants of health.

• Improve health equity by building and 
leveraging collaborative public health efforts.
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As you can see, we lead our State Health Improvement Plan Priority Issue 5: Social Drivers of Health. We advance health equity by creating and promoting a set of actionable resources, both through our community engagement and Health Equity Stakeholder Committee, which we will talk about momentarily. We also improve health equity by building and leveraging collaborative public health efforts.



Meet our awesome team

Valerie Butler Sabrina Blevins Nathan James Angel Surdin

Office ChiefSpecial Professional 
Assistant

Lead Admin. 
Support Assistant

Health Equity 
Program Specialist

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our team, at the Office of Minority Health and Health Equity, includes Valerie Butler (Special Professional Assistant), Sabrina Blevins (Lead Administrative Support Assistant), myself; Nathan James (Health Equity Program Specialist) and Angel Surdin (Office Chief). And I truly believe we make an awesome team!
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The Office priorities can be identified in four major categories:

Community Engagement
The Health Equity Stakeholder Committee
Health Literacy Initiatives
Social Drivers of Health Dashboard



Community Engagement
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Community Engagement: Community engagement and the engagement of non-traditional partners is essential in the work OMHHE does.  Addressing Social Drivers of Health by collaborating with non-traditional partners, working across generations, showing up, building trust and building relationships; this all happens in the communities, on the ground. OMHHE exemplifies and underscores the importance of working with non-traditional partners, such as the faith-based community and food pantries, to improve health outcomes.

Some examples include hosting a Missouri Public Health Information System (MOPHIMS) data workshop for community members and exhibiting at events such as Community Townhalls, Missouri Special Olympics, Sullivan County Public Safety Fair, the Springfield Multicultural Festival, Sista Strut, African Arts Festival, Juneteenth and Back to School events, just to name a few.



Community Engagement
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Here are more pictures of the fantastic events and ways we engage in the community!

I want to highlight our partnerships developed over the course of the year, not only internally, as we will discuss, but externally. From webinars to community events, we have collaborated and built partnerships with many local churches, faith and community-based communities and organizations, the Association of Maternal & Child Health Programs, Alzheimer’s Association, American Heart Association, American Lung Association, Citizens for Radioactive Radon Reduction, Missouri Department of Social Services, Missouri Department of Corrections, Missouri Hospital Association, Missouri Highway Patrol, Missouri Child Psychiatry Access Project, Missouri Cardiac Arrest Registry to Enhance Survival.



Webinars
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Our webinars are also a great community engagement tool. Since 2024, OMHHE has started co-hosting lunchtime webinars. The webinars have enabled us to expand partnerships and increase accessibility for information on topics ranging from Birth Equity Mapping, to Health Equity Data, to Black Men’s Health, to Sickle Cell Disease. In 2025 and 2026, we have offered webinars on Alzheimer’s, mental health, organ donation, tobacco, radon and lung health and CPR.



Office of Minority Health and Health Equity:
Faith and Health Summit – May 2024
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The Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS), Office of Minority Health and Health Equity (OMHHE) partnered with the Bureau of Cancer and Chronic Disease Control (CCDC) to host a first-ever Faith and Health Summit at the Courtyard Marriott Hotel in Jefferson City, Missouri on Thursday, May 2-3, 2024.

The Summit brought faith leaders from across the state together to address the vital role faith communities play in affecting health outcomes of their congregations and communities.  The Summit provided DHSS with an opportunity to share Missouri-specific health data and information; it also gave faith communities a chance to learn how to access information and resources from DHSS. Over 100 people registered for the Faith and Health Summit, 78 attended, representing 37 organizations from around the state.  It was a wonderful place and space for attendees and presenters to build partnerships with fellow faith leaders, community groups, and DHSS colleagues. We are continuing to build on this effort as the faith community is essential to our public health work

Our second Faith and Health Summit is planned for March 11-12, 2026.
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Statewide Health Equity Stakeholder Committee (or HESC):  The HESC is intentionally made up of 60% Community members and 40% DHSS. It gives DHSS an opportunity to collaborate directly with our communities, across programs, to address health disparities, share data and tailor services to region-specific areas across the state by building partnerships with non-agency groups. Our semi-annual in-person HESC meetings provide time and space for minority and underserved communities and other non-traditional partners to address health care needs and ensure all Missourians have the chance to achieve optimal health. Our meetings have built networks and resources to improve maternal and infant health, non-traditional partnership-building, health literacy, statewide primary care needs, and more.



Health 
Literacy
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Health Literacy: Sharing information and education on organizational and personal health literacy is imperative to health equity. OMHHE has set up a Department Health Literacy Committee to strategize on how DHSS employees can work together to advance both personal and organizational health literacy initiatives.  OMHHE will continue to build and work through its health literacy committee to address opportunities for collaboration, align activities and objectives with PHAB and SHIP and map out strategies to promote health literacy. OMHHE will also continue to expand access by offering webinars and other resources, creating culturally competent resources to share with neighbours. 

Additionally, we have created a “Responding to Opioids in Missouri” zine to help educate individuals, families and communities about opioids, the impact they have and resources that are available.  We continue to work to make information available in other languages so we can reach all populations.  We are also focused on how information is presented in print and in social and digital media from a health literacy perspective.

The Department also conducted a baseline health literacy assessment survey for Department staff, garnering over 400 responses. We saw a great deal of resource suggestions, including webinars and training as well as guides for health literacy and plain language. This is an objective for the health literacy committee to expand efforts and health literacy.




Social 
Drivers of 
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Health Equity Data Dashboard:  OMHHE has also partnered with the Bureau of Health Care Analysis and Data Dissemination (BHCADD) to create a Social Drivers of Health Data Dashboard that will allow the Missourians to easily access health equity data. Providing access to data surrounding health equity enables individuals to make informed decisions about their health. Accessible health equity data gives priority populations the tools to understand the social drivers of health that impact their communities. This dashboard will also link to existing DHHS dashboards, for a more comprehensive look at health data in Missouri.



Thank you!
Nathan.James@health.mo.gov

Health.Mo.Gov
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Thank you again so much for your time today. Please reach out. I am happy to answer any questions.
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