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[bookmark: k](city), Mo. – Perhaps one of the best days of the year for Americans is the 4th of July, and this year is a special celebration! Americans will celebrate the country’s 250th birthday with hamburgers and hot dogs, watermelon, ice cream and fireworks.

Amidst the 4th of July celebration each year, though, there are thousands of tragedies.  The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission says about 13,000 people were injured by fireworks last year, an increase from 6,000 people ten years ago. More than one in three of the injuries were burns, and the hands, fingers, head, face and ears were the most often injured parts of the body. People between the ages of 15 – 24 had the largest share of injuries.

Fireworks injuries can be prevented.  The ________ Health Department urges residents to protect family members from injury by not setting off fireworks at home.

“Fireworks can be extremely dangerous, and should be handled only by professionals,” says administrator (name).  “We urge families to celebrate our nation’s independence by attending a community fireworks display instead of handling fireworks at home.”

Safety should also be a priority while attending a community fireworks display. The National Council on Fireworks Safety offers the following safety tips for families who attend a public event.
· Obey all ushers and respect safety barriers.
· Don’t try to get too close to the actual firing site.  
· Do not touch any fireworks lying on the ground.  Report them to the local fire or police department immediately.
· Don’t bring fireworks to the event.
· Leave pets at home.  Pets have very sensitive ears and can become uncomfortable and stressed during fireworks displays.

By following these safety tips and leaving fireworks to the professionals, families can enjoy a safe
4th of July celebration.

To learn more, visit (website), call (phone number), or follow (health department Facebook link) on Facebook.  (add your tagline)  
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