Fireworks Safety
Talking Points

Homebase:  Fireworks can be extremely dangerous and should only be handled by professionals.  Don’t bring fireworks home.  Protect your family by going to a professional fireworks display instead.
Fireworks can be extremely dangerous, causing thousands of injuries each year.
· an estimated 13,000 people were injured by fireworks in 2025 (U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission)

· that’s more than double the number injured ten years ago (6,000 in 2015)
· most injuries were to the hands, fingers, head, face and ears
· more than one in three (38%) injuries were burns
· people between the ages of 15 – 24 experienced the largest share of injuries
Parents are urged to not set off fireworks home, but to attend a professional fireworks show instead.
· nearly half of all fireworks injuries to children  under five years old are from sparklers, which burn at 2000(F (hot enough to melt metal)

· the safest way to prevent fireworks-related injuries is to leave fireworks displays to trained professionals
· attend professional fireworks displays instead of using fireworks at home

If you choose to use fireworks at home, follow safety tips from the Fire Safety Council and the Consumer Product Safety Commission.

· Check with local law enforcement about fireworks laws in your area.

· Only buy legal fireworks from a reliable source.  

· Always follow label directions.

· Use fireworks outdoors and have a bucket of water and garden hose nearby.

· Light only one firework at a time.

· Wear eye protection.

· Dispose of fireworks properly.

· If fireworks must be stored, put them in a cool, dry place.

The National Council on Fireworks Safety also makes the following recommendations.

· Never try to make your own fireworks.

· Never re-light a “dud” firework.  If it doesn’t discharge, leave it alone for 20 minutes, then soak it in a bucket of water before throwing it away.

· Never give fireworks to small children.

· Never throw or point fireworks at other people or at buildings.

· Never carry fireworks in your pocket.

· Never shoot fireworks in metal or glass containers.

· Never put your body over fireworks.

If your eye is injured, Prevent Blindness America recommends the following guidelines to minimize damage to your eye.
· Don’t rub or touch the eye.  
· Don’t wash the eye with water or try to apply ointment.

· Cut out the bottom of a paper cup and place the cup around the eye to protect it.

· Seek medical attention immediately.

Keep these safety tips in mind when attending public fireworks displays.
· Obey all ushers and respect safety barriers.

· Don’t try to get too close to the actual firing site.  
· Do not touch any fireworks you may find on the ground.  Report them to the local fire or police department immediately.

· Don’t bring your own fireworks.  
· Leave your pets at home.  Pets have very sensitive ears and can become uncomfortable and stressed during fireworks displays.
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