Shared Clinical Decision-Making Guidance
for Local Public Health Agency (LPHA)

· For purposes of vaccine administration based upon shared clinical decision making, CDC guidance defines a health care provider as anyone who provides or administers vaccines: primary care physicians, specialists, physician assistants, nurse practitioners, registered nurses, and pharmacists. States, including Missouri, should understand this guidance in the context of scope of practice laws. For example, while a registered nurse may participate in shared clinical decision-making when it comes to certain vaccines, the Missouri scope of practice requires nurses to administer from a prescription, order, or standing protocol order from an authorized prescriber.  Review https://pr.mo.gov/nursing-rules-statutes.asp for additional information.  

· For an LPHA to administer any vaccines, including COVID-19, they must meet one or more of the following requirements.
· Standing Order for vaccination
· Prescription from a physician 
· Collaborative Practice Agreement that includes standing orders for vaccination.  A Collaborative Practice Agreement is between the physician and Registered Nurses.  For more information, visit https://pr.mo.gov/nursing-focus-registered-collaborative.asp and https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=334.104

· For the most up-to-date guidance on administering the COVID-19 vaccine, visit the links below.
· ACIP Child and Adult Schedules:  Immunization Schedules | Vaccines & Immunizations | CDC
· September 19, 2025 HHS Press Release: https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/acip-recommends-covid19-vaccination-individual-decision-making.html

· For questions related to documenting shared clinical decision-making, there is no specific requirement to document shared clinical decision-making related to vaccination. Vaccination is an informed consent process, and LPHAs should consult with their Medical Directors and have approved policies and procedures on vaccine administration and documentation in place.

